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The 14 acres of land in question is currently zoned as industrialized space. A rezoning would term it commercial and allow 
Campus Crest Development to begin construction of a $19 million student housing development in Allendale.
Rezoning effort for student 
housing sparks controversy
New student housing 
complex would 
disrupt Allendale's 
Master Plan; building 
plans put on hold
By Samantha Butcher
GVL Staff Writer
A proposal to rezone 14 acres 
along Lake Michigan Drive for 
student housing has received 
criticism from other student 
housing developers and Allendale 
residents.
The proposed rezoning was 
first brought before the Allendale 
Township Planning Commission 
in April 2009, where it received a 
mixed reaction from local business 
owners.
If approved, the new student 
„ housing unit would become part 
of the University Village, which 
currently includes the Sleep Inn, 
Alaskan Pipeline and Main Street 
Pub. The new complex would 
have 192 units with 504 beds, as 
well as 537 parking spaces and a 
new bus stop in front of the Main 
Street Pub.
Campus Crest Development, 
the North Carolina-based company 
attached to the project, said 
they are waiting for the results
of a May 4 referendum on the 
proposed ordinance before they 
can proceed with the $19 million 
development. The delay caused the 
company to temporarily withdraw 
development plans in January.
The land, located on the 
northwest corner of Lake 
Michigan Drive and 48th Avenue, 
is currently zoned for industrial 
use and has been on the market 
for more than eight years. Stuart 
Becker, who owns 
the land, said he 
could not sell it as an 
industrial property.
The proposed 
rezoning was
recommended 
by the Planning 
Commission last 
month but continues 
to draw criticism.
The development 
would not be required 
to remain consistent 
with the University 
Village design, and 
some have argued 
it does not fit into Allendale’s 
Master Plan. Concerns about 
security, traffic and fire safety 
have also been raised.
“The Master Plan talks about a 
Void Analysis being done before 
building,and there isn’tany void in 
the student housing marketplace,” 
said Randall Kraker, legal counsel
for 48 West. Kraker added he 
believes there will be a need for 
the property in the future.
“There should be some sort of 
commercial component to add to 
the University Village concept,” 
he said.
Gene Constantine, owner of 48 
West, agreed.
“No matter how we term it, it’s 
still student housing,” he said.
Other student housing 
developers were 
not required
to have a void 
analysis, said 
committee 
members.
Becker and 
others involved 
with the project 
refuted criticisms. 
Both drives
connected to 
the property are 
private, and the 
developers believe 
those private roads 
in combination 
with the bus stop will cut down on 
traffic.
Steve Witte, who works with 
the land-surveying company 
Nederveld, said the addition of 
student housing to University 
Village makes sense.
“There are already retail uses
See Rezoning, A2
“I don't directly 
oppose this student 
housing, but I don't 
know if this is the 
right thing for this 
area at this time.”
DWAYNE THOMAS
ALLENDALE RESIDENTS FOR 
RESPONSIBLE
DEVELOPMENT TREASURER
Grand Rapids 
considers first tax 
increase in 16 years
Nonresident students 
excluded from voting 
on proposed five-gear 
income tax increase
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Staff Writer
With the state of Michigan in a 
financial crisis, the city of Grand 
Rapids will look to eliminate its 
deficit with a proposed five-year 
income tax increase to be voted 
on by city residents on May 4.
Last week,city commissioners 
voted 6-0 in favor of the request 
to raise the city income tax for 
residents from 1.3 percent to 1.5 
percent for residents, and from 
0.65 percent to 0.75 percent for 
nonresidents - with a five year 
sunset provision.
With the projected $7 million 
revenue from the increase, the 
city will be able to maintain 
and improve essential public 
services such as the police and 
fire departments, which are in 
danger of losing funding.
The hike equals a $2 increase 
per $1,000 of annual income. 
Essentially, a city resident 
earning $40,000 would pay an 
additional $80 a year and a $40 
increase for nonresidents.
Because most Grand Valley 
State University students who 
work in Grand Rapids earn 
far less than that, the increase 
should not significantly affect 
students, said GVSU economics 
professor Laudo Ogura.
Despite contributing about 
30 percent of the city’s income 
tax revenue, nonresidents with 
earned income in Grand Rapids 
cannot vote in the May 4 election 
- which includes most students 
at GVSU.
Also, based on the timing of
the May 4 vote, many GVSU 
students will have left the Grand 
Rapids area following final 
exams in April.
“1 don’t believe they would 
vote anyway,” Ogura said of the 
student population. “Most of 
them wouldn’t care because it 
won’t affect them much. Students 
don’t have much income, so if 
they’re going to pay (more due 
to the increase), it’s going to be 
very little.”
Ogura said he believes the 
improvement in public services 
will not be enough for students 
to see a noticeable difference 
anytime soon, especially 
because most students w ill move 
away from Grand Rapids upon 
graduation.
Grand Rapids City Manager 
Gregory Sundstrom, who led 
the campaign for the ballot 
proposal, had a different view 
in regards to the affect on 
students. He acknowledged the 
number of students working 
in Grand Rapids may be 
minimal; however, a larger 
population visits Grand Rapids 
for entertainment purposes. 
He stressed the importance of 
providing a safe environment for 
students.
The tax increase would be 
Grand Rapid’s first since 1994. 
Despite cutting more than $100 
million in spending throughout 
the past decade, the city still 
faces a $17 million deficit for 
the next fiscal year.
“I really believe that we need 
to use taxpayer dollars more 
creatively and come up with 
a sustainable solution,” said 
Rosalynn Bliss, second ward city 
commissioner. “Many people 
I’ve talked to have said, ‘Is now 
the right time?’ And I struggled 
See Tax Increase, A2
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GVSU senior Tom VanHekken (right) works at TC Paintball, a paintball field 
and Proshop in Grandville. "I hope they don't pass the new income tax law, it 
will just make it harder to make ends meet," VanHekken said.
University considers own biodiesel processing facility
By Molly Waite
GVL Staff Writer
With a growing national 
emphasis on the use of alternative 
fuel and renewable energy, 
students at Grand Valley State
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University have begun to question 
the lack of a biodiesel processing 
facility on university campuses. 
Senior Jessica Judson is pushing 
for the university to build its own, 
self-reliant facility to save money 
and increase the sustainability.
“Grand Valley already buys 
and uses biodiesel,” Judson said. 
“Having a processing facility on 
campus would allow GV to create 
and use its own biodiesel while 
providing a hands-on learning 
opportunity for students.”
Vegetable oil, recycled 
cooking oil, animal fat and other 
wastes used to create biodiesel 
are currently sent off campus 
for a third party to process and 
then sell back to the university 
as fuel. Judson said she believes 
a processing plant would reduce 
the need for petroleum-based 
fuels and would demonstrate 
GVSU’s commitment to being 
environmentally friendly.
“Creating biodiesel out of 
(natural oils) takes a product that 
would end up in a landfill and 
turns it into an energy source that 
burns cleaner than the energy that 
comes from petroleum or coal,” 
Judson said. “It is an alternative 
energy source that minimizes 
negative impacts on natural 
ecosystems. It teaches us about 
our energy consumption habits, 
the need to reduce those habits 
and the need to find alternative 
energy sources.”
The Student Senate has
discussed the biodiesel issue, 
but the senator involved was 
unavailable for comment.
Bart Bartels, project manager 
of the Sustainable Community 
Development Initiative, spoke 
about biodiesel to the Student 
Senate at a general assembly 
meeting last month. Bartels said 
they are still looking for space to 
process biodiesel on campus, but 
no progress has yet been made.
Despite the slow progress in 
creating a biodiesel processing 
facility, Judson and other members 
of the GVSU community see 
biodiesel as a great way for the 
university to reduce its carbon 
emissions and provide the energy 
need to keep campuses running.
Arnold Boezaart, interim 
director of the Michigan 
Alternative and Renewable 
Energy Center, said it is important 
to reduce the university’s
See Biodiesel, A2Courtesy Photo / bio-diesel-machines com
The processing facility would allow GVSU to create and sell its own biodiesel fuel.
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Rezoning
continued from page A1
there,” he said. ‘‘The only 
thing that isn’t there for 
mixed use is housing.”
Some Allendale
residents created a 
committee to prevent the 
development. The group, 
Allendale Residents for 
Responsible Development, 
filed the referendum 
against the proposal.
Treasurer Dwayne 
Thomas said he does not 
believe new construction 
is a viable option for
Allendale.
“I don’t directly oppose 
this student housing, but 
I don’t know if this is the 
right thing for this area 
at this time,” he said. 
“We need to consider the 
infrastructure of the area; 
we need to think about the 
older rental property and 
how people will not use 
those as much with ail the 
new rentals.”
Meanwhile, Township 
Supervisor Jerry Alkema 
said he supports the 
proposed rezoning.
‘‘It’s pretty clear that 
this is a commercial area,” 
he told the Grand Rapids 
Press. “I’m 100 percent for 
taking it out of industrial 
and bringing it into the use 
that’s consistent with that 
neighborhood.”
The Township Board is 
holding a public hearing 
tonight to address concerns 
about the proposal. The 
meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 
in the township offices at 
6676 Lake Michigan Drive 
NW.
sbutcher@lanthorn .com
dependence on fossil 
fuel sources by finding 
alternative energy sources. 
Not only are fossil fuels 
expensive, but the use of 
coal emits greenhouse 
gases and other toxins into 
the atmosphere.
“Students at GVSU 
are faced with a global
Experienced Attorney 
3 IVliles from Campus
www.davidknoesterplc.com
Biodiesel
continued from page A1
CONGRATULATIONS!
This was the energy reduction 
from last year in the month of 
September (
31800 kwh
population boom that 
will require ever growing 
demand for energy 
sources,” Boezaart said. 
“In addition, students 
will have to deal with 
the geopolitical, social 
and environmental
impact of the world’s 
present dependence on 
traditional fossil fuels. 
The development and 
greater commitment to 
the use of alternative 
energy will provide 
options and solutions that 
students will need to have 
available to them as they 
assume responsibility 
for the communities, the 
environment and the world 
which they are a part of.” 
mwaite@lanthorn.com
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Social Justice Activist
“The Front Lines of the War Against Child Sex Trafficking"
Over the past twenty years, Brigitte and Joseph have 
worked to bring world-w ide attention to the tragic crisis 
of the sex trade. Each year more than ONE MILLION 
women and children are kidnapped and sold into sex 
slavery. Maiti Nepal, founded by Brigitte and Joseph is 
a charitable organization based in Kathmandu, Nepal, 
formed in 1993 to combat the sex trafficking of women 
and children.
• Free and open to the public 
• On-campus parking $3.00 (with discount pass)
• Lectures begin at 7 p.m. at Fountain Street Church, 24 Fountain NE
Bob and Aleicia Wcxxlrick
Diversity Learning Center
Grand Rapids Community College
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Tax Increase
continued from page A1
with that myself. The answer 
to that is it will ultimately be 
up to the voters.”
Even with the proposed 
increase’s five-year window, 
many worry about a slippery 
slope in the form of future 
tax increases.
If the revenue is not used 
properly, potential negative 
effects include increased 
housing rates and a decrease 
in attractiveness for high- 
income individuals looking 
to move into Grand Rapids.
However, if the revenue 
is put to proper use, the 
quality of living in Grand 
Rapids could increase due 
to better public services 
and improved quality of
education.
“The city is hurting 
because of revenue,” said 
GVSU economics professor 
Hari Singh “And one of the 
reasons is because people 
are moving out of the city, 
and they’re moving out of 
the city because the school 
districts’ quality is not that 
good. It’s kind of a vicious 
spiral. And one way to 
correct the spiral is taxes.”
Before the voters hit 
the booths on May 4, the 
council wants to make sure 
the public is aware of all of 
the facts surrounding the tax 
increase.
We haveamodel by which 
we provide city services 
today - and it’s broken, 
it’s not sustainable,” said 
Walt Gutowski, first ward
commissioner. “This action 
alone is not sustainable. But 
it buys us time and allows 
us to address our operating 
deficit and allows us time to 
come up with the means to 
in fact create this new model 
by which we will be able to 
provide the city services.”
Some have already 
expressed feelings against 
the tax hike, including the 
Grand Rapids Area Chamber 
of Commerce - which entails 
2,800 member businesses in 
the greater Grand Rapids 
area.
Mayor George Heartwell 
said he was not surprised by 
the chamber’s opposition, 
since in recent history they 
have a tended to hold an 
anti-tax bias.
mkuzuwa @ lanthorn .com
Senior brings passion for 
sustainability to GVSU
Andrea Marz organizes green efforts for sustainability office
By Molly Waite
GVL Staff Writer
Many students only think 
about being sustainable when 
Earth Day rolls around each 
year. But for those, such as 
senior Andrea Marz, involved 
in keeping Grand Valley State 
University at the forefront 
of “green” universities in 
Michigan, sustainability is 
part of everyday life.
Marz is the 
coordinator of 
Sustainable 
Development 
Initiative 
and spends 
most of her 
time working 
with Norman 
Christopher, 
executive 
director of 
SCDI.
“It feels 
amazing to 
be a part of 
an institution 
that is striving 
toward
sustainability,” Marz said.
After high school Marz 
worked full time while going 
to school part time at Grand 
Rapids Community College, 
still undecided about what 
to study. An unexpected 
health issue led her to learn 
more about food and the 
environment, and Marz 
decided to become vegan.
“This decision was the 
catalyst that helped me define
what I was 
passionate 
about 
and what 
direction I 
wanted to 
pursue in my 
education 
and for a 
career,”
Marz said.
“Being 
vegan means not consuming 
or purchasing products made 
or derived from animal 
products. I realized that by the 
simple act of 
not consuming 
animal 
products, 
every time I 
eat a meal, I am 
reducing my 
impact on the 
environment, 
improving 
my health 
and standing 
up for animal 
rights.”
Working 
with SCDI is 
a fast-paced, 
multi-faceted job. Marz 
organizes meetings, speaking 
engagements, student workers 
and interns, the SCDI budget 
and finances and the SCDI 
Web site. Marz also assists 
with the planning of special 
events, such as the annual 
Campus Sustainability Week.
Her next project is 
coordinating a monthly 
sustainability film series,each
film exploring different issues 
relating to the environment 
and sustainability.
“The hardest part of 
my job is making time for 
everything,” Marz said. 
“Sometimes the little details 
and daily tasks can distract 
me from the bigger picture 
or other special projects 1 
want to devote more time to. I 
work on a wide range of tasks 
and projects on any given 
day which can be difficult to 
juggle it all but when I start to 
get stressed or overwhelmed, 
I step back and look at the big 
picture and how fortunate I 
am to be working in the field 
of sustainability.”
Marz is majoring in liberal 
studies with an emphasis in 
sustainability and is curious 
about what the future will 
bring. She is passionate about 
healthy food, local food 
production, food ethics and 
the environment, and she 
hopes to focus her efforts in 
those areas after graduation.
“I like that I am empowered 
and encouraged to create new 
initiatives,events and projects 
that promote sustainability,” 
Marz said. “I like contributing 
to the strong and ever­
growing effort to promote and 
apply sustainability at GVSU 
and in the our surrounding 
communities. We have come 
a long way and there is 
certainly much more work to 
be done but it’s amazing to be 
a part of the process.”
mwaite@ lanthorn .com
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“I like that I 
am empowered 
and encouraged 
to create new 
initiatives, events 
and projects 
that promote 
sustainabiliity.”
ANDREA MARZ
SCDI OFFICE 
COORDINATOR
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News in Hrief
Alpha Phi Omega 
sponsors Project Linus
Volunteers are needed 
to assist Alpha Phi Omega 
National Co-Ed Service 
Fraternity in making fleece 
blankets for children in 
Michigan who are ill, 
traumatized or otherwise in 
need.
All supplies will be 
provided.
Volunteers will cut and tie 
fleece ends together to make 
a blanket.
The event is today from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in Kirkhof 
room 2266.
No registration is 
required.
For questions or concerns, 
e-mail Lora Stevens at 
stevelor@mail .gvsu.edu.
Reserve funds hold healthy in week 7
By Jenny Whalen
GVL Editor in Chief
I n a testament to the success of the 
Student Senate’s new appropriations 
process, student organizations have 
access to $35,542 more in week 
seven of winter 2010 than they did 
in week one of winter 2009.
At this time last year, the Student 
Senate had no choice but to deny all 
funding requests due to a premature 
emptying of the reserve fund.
Implementation of a new 
appropriation process at the start 
of this year has alleviated many of 
the problems associated with last 
year’s allocation practices.
“It’s all part of the new process,” 
said Jarrett Martus, Student Senate 
vice president of finance. “We don’t 
have all that money sitting in base 
budgets. It can be used as needed 
(by student organizations).”
Developed during the course of 
last year, the new appropriations 
process allows funds to be allocated 
through individual Student 
Organization Councils, rather than 
the Student Senate 
as a whole.
Every student 
organization is 
assigned a council 
corresponding to 
the organization’s 
type, and
individual 
funding boards 
are responsible 
for allocating 
funds from the reserve on a case- 
by-case basis.
Martus said this practice of 
allocating funds to councils rather 
than individual organizations has 
allowed for greater accountability
of funding.
“I’m really happy with (the new 
allocation process),” Martus said. 
“There is a lot of collaboration with 
the different councils. They can 
talk about their different events and 
co-sponsor events. There is more 
organization of individual events 
because groups have to prepare on 
a (per) event basis. The new process 
ensures you don’t have money 
sitting in different groups’ budgets 
unused.”
While no official date has been 
set for student groups to submit 
final funding requests, Martus said 
groups planning to host an event 
this semester should have their 
requests into STUEY by the end of 
March.
The finance committee will begin 
hearing requests for the 2010-11 
academic year at the end of March
as well.
One improvement Martus said the 
finance committee looks to make to 
the new process is to shorten the lag 
time that accompanies the rollover 
of funds after an event.
“We’re working on a way to roll 
back (funds) quicker,” he said. “To 
know how much was spent and how 
much can be rolled back into use. 
A big part of this process is to use 
the funds.”
Because next year’s base budget 
is expected to be $100,000 less 
than this year’s, Martus said it is 
vital to see every dollar of the $1 
million received is accounted for 
and spent.
Should Student Senate receive 
more or less than $1 million, Martus 
said individual council budgets 
should not be affected.
editorial@ lanthorn .com
FLTC workshop for 
faculty and staff
An afternoon workshop 
sponsored by the Pew Faculty 
leach i ng and I .earn i ng Center 
will be geared toward helping 
(acuity and staff members 
with their writing projects, 
dissertations, book chapters 
and other works on Friday, 
from noon to 3:30 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, room 2263. 
Experts will be on hand for 
discussion and to provide 
sources for writers.
Sessions include: Writing 
in Technical Disciplines, 
Preparing a Grant Proposal, 
Author Rights and Publishing 
in Peer-Reviewed Journals. 
Each session will be offered 
twice, and participants can 
come and go as needed. There 
is no chaige or registration 
required and a lunch buffet 
with be provided.
'Die event is co-sponsored 
by the Center for Scholarly 
and Creative Excellence, 
University Libraries and 
Information Technology.
For more information, call 
the FTLC at (616) 331 -3498.
AWRI seeks students 
for internships
The Annis Water 
Resources Institute is 
seeking internships for 
interested students. R. B. 
Annis internships will be 
awarded to undergraduate 
students to conduct research 
at AWRI. Applicants from 
all disciplines are eligible to 
apply; the paid internships 
will run for 14 weeks.
In addition, the D. J. 
Angus-Scientech Education 
Foundation will award an 
internship for a student to 
conduct research projects 
this summer as another 
paid position. It is a $1,800 
scholarship opportunity for 
juniors, seniors or graduate 
students that will be awarded 
for the fall semester.
Criteria for all these 
opportunities is online at 
www.gvsu.edu/wri, click 
on “Undergraduate Funding 
Opportunities.” The deadline 
to apply for these positions is 
March 12.
Executive engineering 
programs for business
Grand Valley State 
University's Seidman
College of Business kicks 
oft its inaugural Executive 
Education program with a 
two-day seminar focused 
on practical skills relating to 
inter-generational issues in 
the workplace.
“Understanding and 
Managing Generations at 
Work” will be held Friday 
from I p.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 
I p.m.
The seminar is for
managers, supervisors and 
others who wish to leam more 
about the skills regarding 
the challenges of managing 
varied generations of
employees in the workplace.
The seminar has a $595 
fee with limited enrollment 
to maximize learning.
A breakfast and
networking lunch are 
included.
For more information or 
to register, visit http://www. 
gvsu.edu/execed.
Ask Gleaves
Cleaves Whitney discusses tense 
relations between the U.S., Iran
By Gleaves Whitney
GVL Guest Columnist
Question: It seems as if 
V S.-Iranian relations have 
been getting heated the past 
six months. Has the U.S. 
always suffered a 
rocky relationship with 
Iran?
-Austin Knuppe, Peter 
Cook Leadership 
Academy Fellow
Gleaves: For anyone 
following the news, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
is no stranger. Starting 
with President Barack 
Obama’s inauguration in 
January 2009, the U.S. 
has attempted to mend 
a half-century of sour 
relations between the 
West and the Persian Gulf. 
Under the auspices of “a 
new beginning,” Obama 
announced in Cairo last 
spring that the U.S. was 
prepared to move forward 
with Iran. The question 
now is not what Iran is 
against, but rather what 
future it wants to build.
Unfortunately, the 
current administration’s 
attempt to mend relations 
with Tehran has not gone 
according to plan. After 
six months of cat-and- 
mouse diplomacy over 
Iran’s nuclear program, 
current negotiations with 
the Islamic Republic bare 
a closer resemblance to a 
Tom and Jerry cartoon than 
to Nixon’s game-changing 
1972 trip to the People’s 
Republic of China.
Prior to the
administration of Harry S. 
Truman, U.S. foreign policy 
with Iran had been fairly 
uneventful. The actions of
U.S. administration since 
World War II, however, 
have made Obama’s job a 
Herculean task.
When negotiations 
between the British 
and Iranians over the 
nationalization of Iranian 
oil stalled in 1953, newly 
elected President Dwight 
Eisenhower feared that 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Mossadegh’s actions 
reflected pro-communist 
sympathies. To block 
further Soviet influence in 
Iran, Eisenhower organized 
the overthrow of the 
democratically elected 
Mossadegh with the help of 
the British secret service. 
Operation Ajax - led by 
TR’s grandson Kermit 
Roosevelt - successfully 
removed Mossadegh 
from office and installed 
a pro-American leader, 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi - 
the “Shah.”
As the Cold War 
continued, future U.S. 
administrations would 
prop up the Shah, even 
as he grew increasingly 
authoritarian. Over a 
decade, the U.S. pledged 
$1 billion in foreign aid 
to Iran, mostly in the 
form of arms. The Shah’s 
cozy relationship with the 
“decadent West,” and his 
attempt to secularize the 
nation, infuriated Iran's 
hard-line, conservative, 
Muslim clerics.
U.S. support continued 
even as the Shah’s 
popularity declined 
precipitously. When Jimmy 
Carter won a closely fought 
election contest against 
Gerald Ford, he promised 
that U.S. foreign policy 
would respect human 
rights. The Shah did not
have a stellar record in this 
regard.His secret police 
routinely tortured opponents 
of the regime. Other 
Iranians were put off that 
Carter offered a New Year’s 
Eve toast to the Shah, 
stating, ’’Under the Shah’s 
brilliant leadership Iran is 
an island of stability in one 
of the most troublesome 
regions of the world. There 
is no other state figure 
whom I could appreciate 
and like more.”
On Feb. 11, 1979, the 
history of Iran - and indeed 
the world - changed forever. 
Routine protests against 
the Shah swelled into a 
revolution, when six million 
to nine million protesters 
(10 percent of the country) 
hit the streets. The Shah’s 
rule was so paralyzed that 
he fled into exile, never to 
return to Iranian soil.
In his place arose 
Ayatollah Khomeini, a 
senior Muslim cleric. The 
Ayatollah's first move 
was to found the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, using the 
shariah, or Islam’s holy law, 
as its constitution.
Now we leam that the 
Iranians are enriching 
uranium. lime will 
tell whether the Obama 
administration is successful 
in renewing diplomatic ties 
with Iran. If modem history 
is any guide, the road ahead 
is over rough terrain.
Gleaves Whitney is the 
director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential 
Studies at GVSU.
See more: Visit 
Lanthorn.com for
an extended version
MLK, climate 
committees search 
for volunteers
Office of Inclusion 
and Equity looks 
to draw students, 
faculty into 
leadership roles
By Sarah Wiltenburg
GVL Staff Writer
AnMld
Whether a Grand Valley 
State University student, 
faculty or staff member, 
Jeanne 
Arnold 
needs the
help of
community 
members.
A s
the vice
presidentfor 
Inclusion 
and Equity,
Arnold
needs volunteers for the 
University Climate Study 
and the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Executive Planning 
Committee and sub­
committees scheduled to 
start this spring.
Arnold said she is looking 
for a faculty member to co­
chair the MLK Jr. Executive 
Planning Committee with 
Bobby Springer, the associate 
director of the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs, and 
co-chairs for each of the 
subcommittees.
“If we can get six members 
on each subcommittee, in 
addition to the co-chairs, 
that would be wonderful,” 
Arnold said. “The Executive 
Planning Committee will 
consist of subcommittee co­
chairs and other interested 
volunteers.”
A total of 15-20 members 
would is ideal, but Arnold
said she will not turn any 
volunteers away.
She described the ideal 
student committee member 
as someone who “should 
bring their passion, creativity 
and willingness to follow 
through on tasks related to 
these long-term projects.”
She added that the position 
is a way to gain valuable work 
experience about which all 
future employers will ask.
“This study can provide a 
great way in which students 
can apply skills — skills 
they have learned in their 
classes — in a productive 
and meaningful way,” said 
Neal Rogness, co-chairman 
and statistics professor. 
“The success of the study 
will require a blending of a 
wide variety of skills; we 
can very much use help from 
across the university. For 
instance, we will need help 
in brainstorming potential 
questions that can measure 
how the members of our 
university feel about the 
GVSU environment.”
MLK committee and sub­
committee members will be 
required to attend monthly 
meetings up until the events 
in January 2011.
Springer, the MLK 
committee co-chair, said a 
good student applicant for 
this volunteer opportunity 
should “have a thirst for 
change (and believe) that 
all people are created equal. 
Therefore, we should all 
have the same opportunities 
in life.”
Interested students can 
e-mail Jessie Holland at 
hollajes@gvsu.edu. The 
deadline for submitting 
e-mails of interest is March 
12.
news® lanthorn .com
MSU gets $25 million for NSF bio-digital evolution center
The grant to begin on June I will promote research on natural, digital evolution programs 
in new BEA-CON building, one of NSF s 17 Science and Technology centers
By David N. Goodman
Associated Press Writer
DETROIT (AP) — The National Science 
Foundation has awarded $25 million to Michi­
gan State University to create a center for the 
joint study of natural and digital evolution, of­
ficials said Wednesday.
The center will conduct basic 
and applied research that includes 
and combines evolutionary biol­
ogy and computer science, center 
director Erik Goodman told The 
Associated Press ahead of the an­
nouncement.
Computer-based design already 
uses a digital version of natural 
selection to discover and test the 
relative efficiency of alternative 
solutions to technical problems, 
the computer scientist said.
He said he was “extremely ex­
cited" about the prospect of bring- . 
ing natural and digital evolution 
researchers together in one program.
“In addition, we will educate a generation of 
multidisciplinary scientists and improve public 
understanding of evolution at all levels,” Good­
man said.
“We have an incredible opportunity now for 
the two-way flow of ideas and methods between 
biology and engineering,” added microbiology 
professor Richard Lenski, co-principal investi­
gator.
Lenski said the opening of the center lets sci­
entists “use deep biological principles to stimu­
late innovation in computational 
realms and, at the same time, use 
the speed and precision of com­
puters to explore open questions 
in biology.”
The center will be called BEA­
CON, which stands for “Bio/com­
putational Evolution in Action 
CONsortium.” The grant begins 
June 1.
“The problems we face and the 
questions we seek to answer are far 
too complex to fit into traditional 
academic frames,” Michigan State 
President Lou Anna Simon said in 
remarks prepared for the announcement.
BEACON is one of five new centers being 
launched under the NSF’s Science and Technol­
ogy Centers Program. The five-year grant is re­
newable for five more years.
“The problems 
we face and the 
questions we seek 
to answer are far 
too complex to 
fit into traditional 
academic frames.”
LOU ANNA SIMON
MSU PRESIDENT
V
LMSfcl
Four other universities 
— North Carolina A&T 
State University and the 
universities of Idaho,
Washington and Texas at 
Austin — are collaborat­
ing with Michigan State.
The center will involve 
more than 30 Michigan 
State faculty members, 
about 30 Ph D students 
and about 10 postdoctoral 
researchers, Goodman 
said.
The NSF has created
17 other operations under its Science and Tech­
nology Centers Program. They have focused on 
fields including behavioral neuroscience, optics, 
embedded network sensing, water purification 
and weather modeling.
See more: Visit 
Lanthorn.com for the results 
of the faculty policy referendum 
vote regarding tenure and non­
tenure track voting rights.
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Faculty accountability
Through a lack of transparency, the university has failed 
to provide the student population with reason to trust or 
continue end-of-semester faculty evaluations.
At the end of each semester, students are asked to evaluate their 
instructors’ performance during a particular course by answering a series of 
questions offered via paper or electronic form.
In the interest of privacy, only colleagues and members of the faculty 
review board are privy to students’ answers, raising the question, what impact 
or influence do these evaluations really have on faculty?
The administration's carefully crafted response to this query is that 
students’ responses are thoroughly reviewed and criticisms or suggestions are 
taken into consideration per individual case.
The student body would have no reason to doubt the sincerity of this 
assurance were it not for the personal experiences, word-of-mouth reports 
and Rate My Professor statistics contrary to the belief that all Grand Valley 
State University faculty members are consistent “professor of the year” 
nominees.
Not all professors share the same caliber for teaching. No amount of 
GRAND public relations work will discount this fact.
It is the innate ability of students to recognize a teacher who does not 
possess the talent or passion for his or her profession within the first few 
minutes of instruction.
While the university cannot be expected to build its personnel policy 
around the snap judgment of students, when mid-semester and end-of- 
semester reports show little change in opinion, some action is necessary.
Whether any such action is actually taken by university administrators is 
a mystery to the student population. Without access to even a summary of 
faculty evaluations, students have no check on the process in which they are 
involved.
Faculty members most certainly have a right to their privacy, but students 
also have a right to information on issues concerning their education.
This closed process of faculty evaluations prompts students to question 
the university’s consideration and respect for their opinion. It is disheartening 
to students to hear no mention of their response after the evaluation has been 
sealed in its folder and returned to a respective department.
Unless the university works to make the process of faculty evaluations 
more transparent to the student body, GVSU can expect to continue receiving 
fewer completed evaluations at the close of each semester until some 
accountability is shown.
LETTER TO THE EDITOR--------------------------------
Religious beliefs should be up for debate
I came across the student editorial 
of respect for religion in the media 
and am quite confused at why this 
babble is printed in your respectable 
paper. I understand that these 
opinions do not reflect the Lanthorn 
in any way, but the fact that this was 
selected for print is of some concern 
for a newspaper of your journalistic 
integrity .... Religion should not 
have any immunity from criticism 
or inquiry in any media setting just 
because people are offended by the 
slightest remark regarding their faith 
... If you believe in your religion and 
its doctrine, then you are making a 
claim about the nature of our world 
and it rests on your shoulders to 
defend with sound theology and 
logic. When did it become offensive 
to question religious teachings and 
actions as if they were untouchable? 
... The argument that religious
criticism is the same as racism or 
sexism is quite preposterous because 
you are not bom into the beliefs of 
your religion; you should choose it 
based upon your own reasoning... 
When the conversation is broadened 
in this manner it becomes clear how 
ridiculous the article’s conclusions 
were because people should be 
coming to their own political or 
religious conclusions. I don’t know 
a whole lot about journalism but 1 
can tell when journalists are being 
pressured by a majority to print or 
not print stuff in their newspapers, 
and I would say if you are censoring 
your print because of the religious 
extremism in West Michigan, then 
you are not doing your jobs as 
journalists.
Steve Bischoff 
GVSU student
(fivanb yalhp %antf)oni
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Valley Vote
Is having 50 Cent on campus 
a positive thing for GVSU?
Yes: 74.19% No: 25.81%
This week’s question:
Do you use Facebook to find out 
information about others?
Vote online at
Lanthorn.com
GVL OPINION POLICY ■
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley 
lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate 
discussion and action on topics of interest 
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of 
the Grand Valley I .anthorn.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn welcomes 
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles 
of expression for reader opinions: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and phone 
responses.
Letters must include the author’s name 
and be aocompamed by current picture 
identification if dropped off in person, 
letters will be checked by an employee of 
the Grand Valley Lanthorn
letters appear as space permits each
issue. The limit for letter length is one 
page, single spaced.
I7ie editor reserves the right to edit and 
condense letters and columns for length 
restnctions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley I an thorn will not be 
held responsible for emirs that appear in 
pnnt as a result of transcribing handwritten 
letters or e-mail typographic emirs.
The name of the autfxir may be withheld 
for compelling reasons.
The content, information and 
views expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those of the 
university, its Board of Trustees, officers, 
faculty and staff.
GVL Archive
YOUR INSIGHTS--------------------------------------------------------- ----------------
Which Winter Olympic event do you follow?
"1 follow the USA "1 always watch "In the summer 1 "1 like watching "The Biathalon
team in hockey." snowboarding. like track and field, snowboarding - it's skiing and
Shaun White is my but recently I've when they do the shooting at the
favorite." been watching the really big tricks in same time."
ladies skiing." the X Games."
John Lambert Jenelle Buehner Valarie James KC Reee Josh Wayner
Senior Freshman Junior Sophomore Sophomore
Accouting Music Public Business Criminal Justice
Romeo, Mich. Barryton, Mich. Administration Flint/Grand Rapids, Holland, Mich.
Grand Rapids, Mich. Mich.
GVL STUDENT OPINION
'That's what she said' etiquette
1992 marked a year 
in which sadly some 
of you may have been 
born. It also marked 
an important event 
to pop culture in the 
Saturday Night Live 
film “Wayne’s World,” 
which spurred the 
birth of currently the 
most popular sexual 
innuendo:
“That’s what she 
said.”
While The Office’s 
Michael Scott has 
renewed the popularity 
of the glorious phrase 
among teens and folks 
who live under rocks, 
its first claim to fame 
was in 1992 delivered 
by pre-Austin Powers 
Mike Myers.
The blonde mullet- 
donning Garth, while 
holding a large photo
of Claudia Schiffer, 
says, “Hey, are you 
through yet, because 
I’m getting tired of 
holding this.”
Then, Meyers 
delivers the epic line, 
“Ch’yeah, that’s what 
she said.”
Boom goes 
the dynamite ... a 
phenomenon is born.
Of course, it can 
definitely be overused, 
and I’m sure everyone 
has that friend who 
uses it WAYYY too 
much. But a properly 
placed “that’s what 
she said” can lighten 
the mood of the most 
somber and tensest of 
moments, such as an 
awkward silence or 
a previous attempt at 
cracking a joke.
But beware, if the 
saying isn’t commonly 
used among your 
current audience then 
you may be viewed as 
immature or a pervert.
The appropriateness 
of the idiom, as with
any joke, is determined 
on a case-by-case 
basis. Some subtle 
hints won’t draw the 
same response as 
other more daring and 
provocative stabs at 
the use of the phrase.
Anything that deals 
with “front/back,” 
“bottom/top” or “big/ 
small” are perfect 
moments to slip in a 
“that’s what she said” 
remark - and frankly 
it would be a wasted 
opportunity not to.
On the other hand, 
instances surrounding 
“wet/dry,” “in/out” 
or “hard/soft” are to 
be used with caution, 
depending on your 
relationship with the 
people within ear shot.
Then there are 
the “it won’t fit,”
“it’s stuck,” “keep 
going” and the “that 
didn’t last long” 
set-ups, which are 
priceless and should 
be encouraged in all 
instances.
There are endless 
opportunities to use 
the expression on 
a daily basis. And 
it is so easy to use 
that; even the least 
humorous social being 
can drop it in a casual 
conversation and 
look like the king of 
comedy relief.
Also, in certain 
instances it may be 
more appropriate to 
use “that’s what he 
said” instead, which 
creates a whole new 
playing field for the 
phrase’s usage (which 
I won’t get into since 
matters surrounding 
gender seem to be 
a sore topic around 
here).
Follow the lead of 
our trendsetting mullet 
friends from 1992 and 
lighten up because life 
is short. And without 
the right attitude you 
will make it long and 
hard ... “That’s what 
she said.”
mkuzawa @ lanthorn .com
Enjoy lack of substance in year of the Tiger
This is my year 
according to the 
Chinese zodiac 
calendar and I — 
similar to the rest of the 
people born in ’86 — 
gladly bear the marks 
of the tiger.
According to the 
characteristics of 
the Tiger sign. I am 
lively, lucky, resilient 
and self-sufficed, but 
there’s another Tiger 
who outshines the rest 
of us, even though this 
should by right be our 
year.
I heard it on the 
radio Friday while 
riding on the CV to 
Grand Valley State 
University shuttle bus 
to Kirkhof that Tiger 
Woods had publicly 
apologized to his 
wife and fans for his 
unsolicited behavior.
The radio
personalities of this 
particular sports 
channel commented 
that without being 
adorned head to foot in 
sports logos. Tiger was 
a mere shadow of the 
man he once was.
Woods had multiple 
affairs — how many 
celebrities haven’t had 
affairs? Mostly the 
least known and least 
attractive ones I would 
presume.
This is old news. 
Why are we still talking 
about this? Is it because 
Tiger checked into 
rehab and absence 
has made the fans and 
paparazzi grow fonder 
of trying to get the 
scoop on what Tiger 
does next?
I love how when 
men cheat, they go to 
rehab. When women 
cheat — well, let’s 
just say they become 
labeled in a way that 
might as well plaster a 
large scarlet letter on 
their chest.
It’s the curse of the 
double standard — and
we know it well. Men 
can do it and woman 
can only complain 
about men doing it, and 
the thrill of celebrity 
sexual liaisons has 
enabled Tiger to 
outshine all other world 
news even when he 
isn’t in the public eye.
Here’s the kicker: 
it isn’t just affairs 
that draw us in like 
moths to the flame 
of bad TV reality 
shows. It’s anything 
and everything that is 
without substance or 
quality. There is just 
something undeniably 
alluring about being 
interested in useless 
information or personal 
information about 
people that doesn’t 
really matter because 
it doesn’t change our 
daily lives.
I wish I could say 
we should all stop 
caring about stupid 
things that make no 
sense or do not matter, 
but I like pictures 
of cats jammed 
into infant-sized
overalls with funny, 
phonetically spelled 
sentences in white bold 
font stamped on them.
Perhaps these 
useless things do have a 
function — even if it is 
minute. They do make 
people laugh, give 
people something to 
gossip about and for a 
moment even possibly 
engage strangers in 
conversation when they 
would have otherwise 
been glued to their 
iPods or Zunes.
Overzealously 
practical people might 
argue that all time 
must be spent doing 
something productive, 
but I think perhaps we 
should every now and 
then leave practicality 
on the shelf and, for our 
sanity, do something 
meaningless.
Life is hard, college 
is tough and to avoid 
being stuck in a mental 
rut people need to idly 
talk about things that 
take few neurons to 
understand.
naver\@ lathom com
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Counseling Center promotes eating disorder awareness
Screening dag to 
offer confidential 
on-site testing
By Susie Skowronek
GVL Staff Writer
With eating disorders most prevalent 
in the 15 to 25 age group, the affliction 
strikes college campuses hard.
Grand Valley State University will 
participate with others across the U.S. 
in National Eating Disorder Awareness 
Week, which began Sunday and runs 
until Saturday.
To observe the awareness week, 
the Counseling Center will otter eating 
disorder screenings Ihursday and an 
informational program Wednesday.
Intern counselor Dan Suitor, 
coordinator of the Counseling Center’s 
screening days, said the center intends 
these screenings to create discussion 
and help inform students of the warning 
signs of eating disorders.
“We'd like to see the students become 
more aware of these afflictions,” Suitor 
said. “We’d like to get family, friends, 
faculty and staff more aware of this 
problem so if they see the symptoms, 
they know what to do.”
The screenings will occur at six sites 
;uid will offer eating disorder screening, 
literature and giveaways. Counselors 
will operate the locations and answer 
any questions participants might have.
Additionally, those who participate 
in the screening will enter a raffle for 
prizes such as dining cards or a 30 
minute massage.
Students can also complete the test 
online at wwwjnental health screening. 
org/screeningAVelcome .aspx.
Screening for Mental Health will 
supply the test materials, The nonprofit
organization distributed its first testing in 
1991 with depression screening. Since 
then, the organization has given tliose 
suffering from mental illness an outlet to 
seek help and ottered opportunities for 
concerned family and friends to have 
questions answered.
'Hie Counseling Center has used 
Screening for Mental Health supplies 
for previous mental health testing days, 
such as the depression screening in 
October 2009. The screening attracted 
more than 2(X) people.
The screening for eating disorders 
looks at how many behaviors are 
representative of eating disorders.
From the screenings, counselors 
sometimes refer participants to the 
Counseling Center, which can help 
students manage eating disordeis. 
Students work with assistant director 
Pam Miller, who specializes in eating 
disorders.
Miller will lead a program on 
eating disorders from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday in R<xim 137 of North 
Living Center C.
The program includes a video with 
college students’ testimonies of coping 
with eating disorders.
Miller will answer questions and 
offer handouts on how to speak with 
friends who might have eating disorders 
and how to manage diet and exercise 
to prevent development of an eating 
disorder.
She will include 10 tips to maintain 
positive body image in her session. 
Some tips include:
• “Surround yourself with 
positive people. It is easier to 
feel gtxxl about yourself and 
your fxxly when you are around 
others who are supportive and 
who recognize the importance 
of liking yourself just as you 
naturally are.”
• "Wear clothes that are comfortable 
and that make you feel gtxxl afxxit ytxir 
txxly. Work with yixir btxfy, not against 
it.”
Miller said often, people do not seek 
treatment for their unhealthy eating 
patterns because it might cause more 
anxiety to change diets.
"They think, ‘This is working for 
me,’” Miller said. *“1 want to do this.”’
She said Hating Disorder Awareness 
Week can help those who do not suffer 
from the disorder also gain better 
perspective.
“The week puts an emphasis on 
education and promotion,” Miller said. 
"It can give an awareness of why eating 
disorders arc not easy things to change. 
It is not just a matter of saying, ‘I’ll 
stop.’”
Next week, the Women’s Center 
will continue GVSU’s kxik at fxxly 
perceptions with its Conversations on 
Loving Your Body. Events will include 
the film “Beauty Mark,” a jean swap 
and the program “How to Approach 
Someone You Think May Have an 
Hating Disorder.”
sskowronek@ lanthorn com
Times and locations 
for Thursday’s Eating 
Disorder Screening Day
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Room 204 Student 
Services Building
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Kirkhof Center 
Lobby, Kleiner Commons, North 
C Main Lobby, Health Sciences 
Canepa Grand Lobby, DeVos 
Lobby
4 p.m.-6 p.m.Campus Recreation 
Center Lobby
GVL Photo Illustration I Brian B. Sevald
GVSU will help promote awareness and education of eating disorders as part of 
National Eating Disorder Awareness Week, which runs through Saturday.
Motes from Abroad
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A garden pond, drained for winter, overlooks The Eternal City — Rome.
Looking to get 'lost' in Rome
By Chase Pifer
GVL Guest Columnist
Today I met a woman on the streets 
of Rome. It is winter but in Rome, 
winter is similar to late spring in 
Michigan. Thus, I was walking along 
without a coat on because for me the 
weather was beautiful.
There was sunshine early in my 
walk, and it was rather warm. Even 
once dusk arrived, I was comfortable, 
though beginning to get cold.
As I walked past a shop, a 
crematoria where sweets were sold, a 
woman spoke to me as I was passing, 
asking if I was cold. This, mind you, 
is unusual in Rome. People are very 
short with strangers here normally.
Surprised, I stopped, turned and 
tried my best to respond in Italian. I 
told her it was nice for me because 
I was from "the north." forgetting 
to mention that it was the north of a 
different continent. She did become 
curious though anti asked where 
specifically and when I said Michigan 
she gasped and responded in English. 
She held an American passport and 
spoke perfect English.
I was shtx:ked. I spoke with her 
for only a few seconds, however, as I 
felt uncomfortable ... I have to say I 
am not the most sociable person, and 
a random encounter on the street is a 
situation I personally try to avoid.
1 ler friends were close to us and I 
got nervous that I would be intruding. 
After only a few short words I excused 
myself and left, but I now realize 
that I should have stayed and talked.
I realized, only after I left, that I had 
so many questions. How did you get 
here, where do you live, were you 
bom in the U.S. or in Italy? We likely 
could have talked for hours, tux! 1 am 
sure she had questions also.
I realized something after I left. 1 
NEED to slow myself down. I have 
been running around Rome with a 
goal every time I leave my apartment 
I MUST SEE THIS AND THIS AND
BE HOME BY THIS TIME FOR 
THIS. I need to let go. I must talk, live 
and experience Rome.
I spoke to Giordano, the brother 
of my host Sandro, and I think he 
summed up what I now know. He told 
me that similar to a “Japanese tourist," 
it is possible to come to Rome and 
see the city but never actually know 
it. I have been running around taking 
pictures, working, riding the bus and 
even on my walks where 1 get “lost” in 
the city to see whatever I find. I have 
a goal ... Get back home. I think I 
would be so much better off if I just 
lived Rome rather than saw it. I need 
to slow down, enjoy everything, know 
nothing and yet discover it all over.
If I could go back now, I would 
have stayed and spoken with that 
woman for as long as we both had 
something to say. Her story had to 
have been amazing, and I truly regret 
not having taken the time out of my 
“busy” schedule to truly live and 
experience everything this city throws 
at me.
There is a saying that I can’t 
remember now, but the gist of it is 
that each experience is only wasted 
if you learn nothing from it. I believe 
my experience tixlay was both 
tragically wasted, as I could have had 
a great time speaking to this lady, but 
also a moment to realize just how 
important it is for me to truly en joy 
EVERYTHING here, not just those 
things that I am told I must enjoy. I 
owe that woman more than she could 
ever know, and I could ever repay, for 
having in a few short moments helped 
make my time here far more worth 
having.
. Take this as a lesson for life in 
general ^)on’t let life become just a 
series of hings to do, always do things 
in life that make it worth living.
See more: Visit 
Lanthorn.com for the
Notes from Abroad blog
\
Event targets mental health stigma
Student groups 
‘bridge gap ’ to 
discuss university 
response to mental 
health crises
By Tracy Gershon
GVL Staff Writer
Bridging the Gap is a two-part 
program aiming to discuss mental 
health issues in our society and on 
Grand Valley State University’s 
campus.
The program consists of a panel 
on mental health and a concert. The 
panel on mental health, “Bridging 
the Gap: Mental Health, Student 
Needs, and University Response” 
will be held today from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. in Kirkhof room 2204. The 
concert portion of "Bridging the 
Gap” will be on Friday from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center.
Although these events vary in 
form, the purpose of both events is 
to raise awareness and knowledge’ 
of mental health as well as discuss 
the stigma behind these issues.
“Someone told me ‘we’re 
all just one personal crisis away 
from facing a mental health crisis’ 
and this really put this topic in 
perspective for me,” said Jo Ann 
Wassenaar. director of the Women’s 
Center.
The panel, a Lib 1 (K) approved 
event, will consist of six panelists 
who all have different backgrounds 
and insights into mental health 
issues. All six panelists are either 
students or alumni who actively 
fight mental health stereotypes 
within the local and GVSU 
community. The panelists include 
alumni Sarah Balogh and Kim 
Waslawski as well as another 
recent graduate and current GVSU 
students David Barrett, Kristin 
D<x)rn and Mary Pritchard.
“It’s important to spread 
awareness to students about mental 
health issues because of myths, 
misconceptions and stigma that 
exist around them.” Pritchard said.
Pritchard is the president of 
Active Minds on Campus.
Also at the panel will be two 
representatives from GVSU, 
Eric Klingcnsmith and Wayne 
Kinzie, who will answer questions 
regarding university response to 
mental health situations and also a 
mental health professional insight.
“The whole momentum of 
growing up and being independent 
has changed so much over the 
decades and it’s becoming too 
much for some people to handle,” 
Waslawski said.
Waslawski added that people
have varying amounts of coping 
skills and just because you have 
more trouble coping than one 
of your friends, classmates or 
family members, it does not mean 
something is abnormal about you.
Sponsors for these events inc 1 ude 
To Write Love on Her Arms, Active 
Minds on Campus, Women’s 
Center, Counseling Career and 
Development Center, Alpha Sigma 
Phi and Alpha Omicron Pi. These 
student organizations and campus 
resources worked together to plan 
these programs as a collaborative 
unit to incorporate different 
viewpoints while organizing the 
events.
“Mental health issues are 
exploding and the 20-30 age set 
is seeing more mental health 
issues within the past five years
than they’ve seen in the past three 
decades,” Barrett, To Write Love 
on Her Arms member and panelist, 
said.
The panel wishes to promote 
hope for anyone struggling with 
mental health and to reach out to 
individuals who are helping friends 
in need. Music is a tool that provides 
an outlet for many GVSU students 
and the concert portion of Bridging 
the Gap will work to reach out to 
students through music.
“Bridging the Gap is going to 
help students and staff on campus to 
become more aware of a commonly 
stigmatized issue that many people 
deal with, unbeknownst to most,” 
said Alex Pratt, president of To 
Write Love on Her Arms.
tgershon @ lanthorn .com
GVL / Brian B. Sevald
The two-part "Bridging the Gap" program features a panel discussion and a 
concert to increase awareness of mental health issues on campus. Panelists 
will include GVSU alumni, students and faculty who work with these issues.
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GVL DIGEST
Women's basketball to receive 
transfer from Notre Dame
Joining the incoming flux 
of new faces on the women’s 
basketball team next year will be 
sophomore shooting guard Kellie 
Watson, who recently gave a 
verbal commitment to leave Notre 
Dame University for Grand Valley 
State University. The former 
Michigan’s Miss Basketball of 
2008 averaged 3.8 points and 2.5 
rebounds in her freshman year at 
Notre Dame but was forced to sit 
out this year for arthoscopic knee 
surgery.
GLIAC Standings
Men's Basketball
Grand Valley St. 15-5 19-6
Saginaw Valley St. 12-8 15-10'
Ferris St. 12-8 14-11
Lake Superior St. 11-9 13-12
Northern Mich. 7-13 10-14
Michigan Tech 7-13 8-17
Findlay 15-5 19-6
Hillsdale 12-8 12-12
Wayne St. 10-10 12-12
Ashland 9-11 13-12
Northwood 9-11 12-12
Tiffin 1-19 2-23
Women's Basketball
Michigan Tech 18-2 23-2
Grand Valley St. 14-6 17-8
Northern Mich. 14-6 17-8
Lake Superior St. 11-9 14-10
Saginaw Valley St. 5-15 7-18
Ferris St. 5-15 6-19
Findlay 13-7 18-7
Hillsdale 13-7 13-11
Ashland 9-11 13-12
Northwood 8-12 12-12
Wayne St. 6-14 8-17
Tiffin 4-16 7-18
Courtesy www.gliac.org
Follow LanthornSports 
on Twitter for up-to- 
the-minute coverage of 
Laker games, players 
and coaches
Check out "The Lakers 
Sideline Report" on 
Lanthorn.com where 
Justin Hoff takes you 
on and off the field 
with your favorite GVSU 
athletes.
Road victories keep men in first-place tie for GLIAC lead
By Jared Greenleaf
GVL Senior Reporter
After two miserable losses in the Upper 
Peninsula last week, the Grand Valley State 
University men’s basketball team brought 
home two impressive road victories over 
Lake Superior State University and Saginaw 
Valley State University.
“I’m just really proud of the guys and 
the way they responded,” said GVSU head 
coach Ric Wesley. “Losing those games (in 
the UP.) kind of put us behind the eight ball 
and made these last two games must-wins 
for us. I’m happy with the way they pulled 
together, focused and concentrated on their 
preparation and just really pleased that it 
paid off for us.”
With the victories. the Lakers (19-6,15-5 
GLIAC) kept themselves in a first-place tie 
with the University of Findlay (19-6, 15- 
5). Junior guard Justin Ringler said with 
the regular season winding down, the wins 
could not have come at a better time.
“We know if we 
want to keep pace 
(with Findlay), we 
can't afford another 
loss,” he said. “We 
were able to stick 
together and play a 
lot harder. When you 
go up to the UP., you 
have to generate your 
own energy and we 
didn't do a very good 
job the previous week, so we played with 
more energy and enthusiasm this time.”
The Lakers started the weekend with a 
75-73 nail biter at Lake Superior State.
Throughout a tight second half in which 
both teams exchanged leads, the Lakers 
made 7-of-8 clutch free throws in the final 
52 seconds. Tied at 73-73, freshman guard 
Breland Hogan was fouled with 1.5 seconds 
left.
Hogan calmly sunk both free throws 
giving the Lakers the win.
“I wasn’t really nervous at all (taking the 
free throws),” he said. “Back in high school, 
I was in those types of situations all the time. 
It was like replays for me and fortunately it 
was enough to get the win.”
x*kil0/
Storrs
“I'm happy with 
the way they pulled 
together, focused 
and concentrated on 
their preparation ...”
RIC WESLEY
GVSU HEAD COACH
Lake Superior 
State drained 7-of-12 
from 3-point range in 
the opening half, but 
GVSU compensated by 
generating a 24-6 edge 
in points in the paint.
Ringler finished with 
20 points, five assists 
and four rebounds to 
lead the Lakers.
GVSU kept the
momentum going by traveling to Saginaw 
Valley State and picking up a 66-53 victory 
over the Cardinals on Saturday night.
Since the Ric Wesley era began back in 
2004, the Lakers are a perfect 6-0 playing 
against the Cardinals in the Ryder Center.
“We’ve obviously had good success 
over here,” Wesley said. “I think this is the 
best team that they’ve had since I’ve been 
here, so I really anticipated a tough game. 
I’m just really happy with how we played 
from start to finish and I think it’s one of our 
better games of the year.”
The Lakers got off to a 
fast start, shooting 55 percent 
to grab a 32-24 first half 
advantage.
Not known for their long- 
range ability, the Lakers made 
4-of-7 through the opening 20 
minutes.
Saginaw Valley State, 
however, did not go away 
easily as they started off the 
second half with a 12-4 surge of their own 
to cut the lead to 36-34 with little more than 
16 minutes to go.
As the game remained close throughout, 
the Lakers continued to grind as they 
eventually elevated their lead back up to 
double figures with less than three minutes 
remaining to salvage the win.
Storrs and Hogan were strong again for 
the Lakers as they finished with 17 points 
and 13 points, respectively.
GVSU will battle Wayne State University 
on Thursday night before closing out the 
regular season on Saturday night against 
Northwood University.
jgreenleaf@ lanthorn rom
GVSU vs. Saginaw Valley State
GVSU (19 6, 15-5 GLIAC)
GVSU........................ 32 34 - 66
Saginaw Valley State. 24 29 - 53
Breland Hogan 4-6 7-8 17; Justin 
Ringler 4-10 5-6 13; Alvin Storrs 
6-11 1-2 13; K’Len Morris 2-6 1-1 7; 
Tony Peters 2-2 0-0 6; Toreau Brown 
1 -4 2-6 4; Mike Przydzial 2-3 0-0 4; 
Nick West 0-2 2-4 2; Corey Jones 0-0 
0-0 0; Wes Trammell 0-1 0-0 0; Nick 
Carreri 0-1 0-2 0. Totals 21 -46 18-29 
66.
3-point goals — GVSU 6-17 (K’Len Morris
12-5; Tony Peters 2-2;Breland Hogan 2-4, Toreau Brown 0-2; Nick Carreri 0-1; Alvin Storrs 0-2;
Justin Ringler 0-1), Saginaw Valley State 10-
27 (Keithan Jackson 3-3; Avery 
Stephenson 3-12; Chris Webb 3-5; Greg Foster 
1 -4; Brett Beland 0-1; Dan 
Genther 0-2).
Fouled out — GVSU-None, Saginaw Valley 
State-None.
Rebounds - GVSU 38 (Justin Ringler 8), 
Saginaw Valley State 36 (Greg Foster 7). 
Assists — GVSU 8 (Justin Ringler 3), Saginaw 
Valley State 9 (Greg Foster 3).
Total fouls — GVSU 14, Saginaw Valley State 
23.
Technical fouls — GVSU-None, Saginaw 
Valley State-None. A-1656
GVL / Brian 6. Sevald
Breland Hogan made two free throws to win the game against LSSU.
GVL / Brian B Sevald
GVSU's K’Len Morris attempts a 3-point shot over the Hillsdale defense 
in a previous game. The Lakers beat LSSU and SVSU this weekend.
Witkowski reflects on GVSU swimming career
By Curtis Kalleward
GVL Staff Writer
In 2006, the Grand Valley State 
University men’s swimming and diving 
team sttxxl as a mere afterthought 
among the GLIAC’s other varsity 
programs.
Then Matt Witkowski arrived.
“Freshman year, we finished 27th 
and sent only one diver to nationals,” 
he said. “Our top relay team missed
we realized we had to change things 
up.”
The team’s sub-par national ranking 
did not count toward the school’s 
NACDA Director’s Cup efforts, an 
award bestowed upon the school in 
each of the three divisions that has the 
best overall athletics programs.
GVSU has won the Division II 
award six years running, but Witkowski 
said not playing a helping hand in that 
award hurt.
the bottom of the barrel at GVSU 
anymore,” he said. “My freshman 
year, we didn’t even qualify for the 
Director’s Cup. We were one of the 
sports that didn’t count because we 
finished so low in the national ranking. 
It was embarrassing.”
Now a senior and team captain, 
Witkowski is largely responsible for 
elevating the team from dust to shining 
star, but the road to glory was not 
exactly paved in gold. When GVSU 
head coach Andy Boyce took control 
of the program in 2008, he demanded 
much more out of his athletes.
“Coach Boyce obviously played 
a huge difference in the team’s 
transformation,” Witkowski said. “The 
training was more intensive and more 
focused towards each swimmer’s races 
rather than having us practice the same 
thing.”
Though it Ux)k some time to adjust, 
Boyce's methods soon proved fruitful. 
The men upset heavily-favored Wayne 
Suite University to clinch GVSU’s first- 
ever GLIAC Conference swim title, led 
by the first place 400-yard relay, which 
Witkowski anchored.
“We all came into sophomore year 
done with being smoked,” Witkowski 
said. “Finishing third in the conference 
when the rest of Grand Valley’s teams 
arc winning GLIACs every year didn’t 
feel goixl, and that’s something that we 
always kept in the back of our minds. 
Beating Wayne Suite when nofxxiy 
else felt that we could just made the
meet perfect.”
Though the team failed to duplicate 
its conference success at the nationul 
meet that year, the following season 
saw GVSU enter uncharted territory 
as returning champions. The men 
performed much stronger at the 
national meet in Witkowski's junior 
year, but Wayne Suite reclaimed the 
GLIAC title.
Voted a captain by his teammates 
this season, Witkowski made a pact with 
his fellow seniors to end their careers 
by once again knocking off their rival. 
GVSU was successftil, reclaiming 
the conference championship two 
weekends ago.
“Matt is really important to us,” 
said sophomore Rafael Santos. “He 
encourages us to pull together as 
a team and to work hard. Without 
his leadership, we wouldn’t have 
finished this season strong or won the 
conference.”
With two swimmers heading to 
the upcoming national meet set to 
begin on March 10 in Canton, Ohio. 
Witkowkski’s leadership has helped 
them prepare for the experience.
“Training with Matt every day has 
had a big influence on me getting ready 
for the national meet,” said sophomore 
Joe Sayre. “He’s always pushing 
everyone and working really hard. He’s 
helped instill a mentality that we can 
Like on the world if we put our minds 
to it and try hard enough.”
ckalleward@ lanthorn x'otn
the national cut by 0.01 seconds, and I «We reaiiy did not want to he 
think that was the point in time when
Courtesy Photo / Facebook
Senior Matt Witkowski (right) stands next to one of his teammates Hans Hill.
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Women search for answers after big loss
By Emanuel Johnson
GVL Sports Editor
When the buzzer sounded in the 
Grand Valley State University women’s 
•• basketball game against Saginaw Valley 
£>tate University this past Saturday, the 
^basketball fundamentals between the 
Jttvo teams were very comparable.
2 Both teams had 11 steals. The 
CLakers had one more turnover, but they 
'also out-rebounded the Cardinals 37- 
•34 and even snatched down II more 
offensive boards.
; But none of that matters if you 
cannot stop the opposing te<im from 
i! scoring.
The Cardinals finished the game 
at 48.9 percent shooting from the 
floor to GVSU’s 31.6 percent in a 71- 
t51 blowout over the Lakers. Junior 
; Cardinal forward Brittany Burkhardt 
•led all scores with 31 points and five 
■rebounds.
* “It all comes down to defense,” said 
sophomore shooting guard Kelly Kretz, 
who finished the game with 13 points. 
“We can’t keep letting teams score 60 
and 70 points on us and expect to win. 
It all starts on the defensive end, and 
1 our offense will come from there. Lack 
"of communication, lack of attention to 
detail, unfinished possessions - they are 
all problems that we need to fix before
we can move forward.”
The loss came on the heels of a 69- 
62 defeat against Lake Superior State 
University two days prior and marked 
the team’s third-straight loss.
Fortunately for the leakers (17-8, 
14-6 GLIAC), Northern Michigan 
University lost in each of its weekend 
outings as well. 'Ihe two teams still 
remain deadlocked for the second 
place spot in the conference, but the 
University of Findlay and Hillsdale 
College are each just one game 
behind.
“We’re obviously in a situation 
in which we have to deal with a lot 
of adversity,” said head coach Janel 
Burgess. “We’ve got to fight, and that’s 
what the GLIAC is about. The good 
thing is that there’s still a lot at stake 
for us. We’ve got to understand that 
we’re a good team, and we’ve got to 
continue to believe that. We’ve had a 
lot of success, we have a lot of talent, 
and we’re a good team.”
Before they get to postseason action, 
the Lakers will need to find a way out 
of its current slump. The team has 
dropped five of its last eight games.
“We’re struggling right now, but 
we’ll find a way to get back to where 
we should be,” said sophomore point 
guard Jasmine Padin. “All great teams 
f ind a way to succeed even when they ’re
in a slump. We’ve got to play with a lot 
more focus than we have been lately 
and get back to playing with the spunk 
we had earlier in the season.”
The slump began with a heartbreaker 
75-71 double-overtime loss against 
first-place Michigan Tech University 
last month. The loss broke a seven- 
game winning streak, and Kretz said it
GVL / Brian B. Sevald
Kelly Kretz takes off down the court.
might still be affecting the team now.
“I’d like to say we’re not, but it 
might still be pulling us down,” she 
said. “We’ll need to just get over it and 
move on. When we do, we’ll be able 
to play better than we have in the past 
couple of games.”
The Inkers will have a pair of home 
games against Wayne State University
and Northwood University to close out 
the season this weekend.
sports® lanthorn com
See more: Visit 
Lanthorn.com for
track and women's 
hockey coverage
GVSU vs. Saginaw Valley State
SVSU.......................  33 38 - 71
GVSU.......................  21 30 - 51
3-point goals — GVSU 1-16 (Maddie Burnett 1-4; Kelly Kretz 0-3; 
Briauna Taylor 0-3; Elizabeth Van Tiflin 0-3; Jocelyn Ingram 0-1; 
Jasmine Padin 0-2), Saginaw Valley State 4-15 (Aysha Boston 1-1; 
Jasmine Woods 1-2; Brittany Burkhardt 1-4; Jasmine Kennedy 1-2; 
Kelley Wesp 0-2; Marah Kyle 0-1; Jenna Saarela 0-3).
Fouled out — GVSU-Alex Stelfox; Brittany Taylor; Briauna Taylor, 
Saginaw Valley State-None.
Rebounds — GVSU 37 (Briauna Taylor 9), Saginaw Valley State 34 
(Grace Herzog 7).
Assists— GVSU 5 (Lauren Stodola 2), Saginaw Valley State 13 
(Kelley Wesp 5).
Total fouls —GVSU 21, Saginaw Valley State 19.
Technical fouls — GVSU-None, Saginaw Valley State-None. 
A-1059
Hockey team enters regionals after thrashing Wright State
By Greg Monahan
GVL Staff Writer
'A«
* As the puck dropped for 
-the final time at home for theM
Grand Valley State University 
men’s hockey team, the team
looked to enter the postseason 
with momentum. After 
outscoring their opponent 
20-0 in two games, it is full 
steam ahead for the Lakers.
Taking on the Wright State 
University Raiders,whocame
GVL / Brian B. Sevald
; Ryan Arndt avoids the Wright State defense during the game at 
Georgetown Ice Arena on Friday. GVSU won 11-0 that night.
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into the weekend boasting 
a 2-24-1 record, the Laker 
hockey team demolished 
Wright State on both Friday 
and Saturday, winning by 
scores of 11 -0 and 9-0.
With the regional 
tournament next weekend, 
which will decide whether or 
not GVSU makes the national 
tournament in early March, 
the Lakers approached the 
games as a tune up to the 
tougher games ahead.
GVSU head coach Mike 
Forbes said after such a 
lopsided score it can be 
difficult to know what 
adjustments to make, but he 
was mostly pleased with his 
team’s performance.
“It’s hard to know what you 
have to fix after watching two 
games like we just watched, 
but I thought we moved the 
puck really well and our 
defense jumped up in the
play, which can be something 
we get a little bit lazy with 
periodically,” he said. “I 
thought our defense stayed 
up with the puck offensively 
very well, and we hope to 
continue that into regionals. 
We have to get back to basics 
and play the game that we 
know we can play.”
As the team’s last home 
game of the season, Saturday 
also served as senior night 
as the Lakers said goodbye 
to a handful of players who 
played their last game on 
home ice. For those players, 
the feeling was bittersweet.
“It’s really sad to 
actually leave,” said senior 
defenseman Kevin Thomas. 
“This was my last home game 
and I really wish I could play 
a few more years, but it was 
good times and I think the 
best thing was that we did 
our job this weekend and got
the wins. Now we just have 
to keep things going next 
weekend.”
Junior forward Brad 
Keough, who had a slew 
of points in both weekend 
games, said the team is 
on the right track for the 
postseason.
“We just have to show 
up and work hard and keep 
playing like we have been,” 
he said. “When we make the 
game more complicated than 
it is, that’s when we really 
start to lose things. It’s been a 
good weekend, and if we can 
carry this momentum into the 
rest of the season, it should 
be exciting.”
As the Lakers take on 
seven other teams next 
weekend with just two teams 
of the eight total making the 
national tournament, Forbes 
said he is excited to see 
how his team deals with the
pressure of a weekend that 
will define its season.
“The thing that I’m 
looking forward to with next 
weekend is that there needs to 
be desperation,” he said. “It’s 
one loss and you’re out, and I 
think that our guys recognize 
that and take a lot of pride in 
their game. We really want 
to go to nationals, and it’s 
up to us now to put forward 
our best foot and see where it 
goes from there.”
The regional tournament 
will take place next Saturday 
and Sunday at DePaul 
University in Chicago. 
The Lakers will take on 
St. Thomas University on 
Saturday, and if they win, 
will face an opponent to be 
announced on Sunday at 3 
p.m. If they win that game, 
they will clinch a berth in the 
national tournament.
gmonahan @ lanthorn .com
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The Eating the Art exhibit will run in three phases in the Padnos Gallery.
Courtesy Photo / Toxel
All of the food at the Eating the Art exhibit will be vegetarian.
Don't just look; eat
Audience to 
experience art in 
new way through 
Friday s Eating 
the Art exhibit
By Elijah Brumback
GVL Staff Writer
You cannot eat the Mona 
Lisa, and Da Vinci might not 
appreciate someone trying to 
take a bite out of his work.
What you can eat, though, 
are the works that will be on 
display at the Eating the Art 
exhibit Tuesday.
Grand Valley 
State University 
art and design 
professor Kirsten 
Strom developed 
the idea for 
the exhibit
after drawing 
inspiration 
from the book 
“Grapefruit” by 
Yoko Ono.
“It consists of a series of 
instructions for making art out 
of everyday life,” she said. 
“Many of them are physically 
impossible, calling on readers 
to use their imaginations, but 
others are simple things, like 
screaming at the sky, that 
someone could actually do.”
Strom said to her the book 
was about living life in a really 
engaged way and thinking of 
every moment as an opportunity
to be creative.
The exhibit will run in 
essentially three phases. The 
first will happen on Monday 
when the descriptions and 
ingredients of each piece are 
posted in the Padnos Gallery 
in the Calder Art Center. The 
second phase will take place 
on Tuesday when the pieces 
are installed. Some of the 
works will be spread out on 
tables and others will be hung 
on the walls.
Before everyone begins to 
pick apart the works for the 
final phase, photographs will 
be taken to document each 
piece and will be displayed in 
the gallery Wednesday through 
Friday.
“In a few 
instances, the 
interesting thing 
about the pieces 
is that they have 
to be eaten in 
a particular 
manner, so 
the audience 
participates by 
eating them, 
meaning that act of eating is 
as much a part of the art as the 
object,” Strom said.
One stipulation for
submitted pieces is that they 
must vegetarian or vegan, 
so accordingly, many of the 
works will feature fruits and 
vegetables while others will 
involve sweets.
“I feel it is important for us 
people, at any age, to recognize
how connected we are to the 
foods we eat,” said Jenica 
Bock, art education student 
and exhibit participant. “It’s 
imperative for us to realize and 
learn to appreciate what fuels 
us.”
Bock said her art essentially 
fuels her and this is an example 
of art in particularly raw form.
“This work is left in its 
rawest form because I feel 
traditional masterpieces were 
done with raw passion; models 
and real life were not altered. 
It was often left as it stood — 
bare or even nude,” she said.
While it may be disconcerting 
for some to see food used in an 
exhibition for art considering 
current humancrisisthroughout 
the world, Strom said everyone 
participating is aware that one 
of the goals of the show is for
everything to be eaten.
“At first it seems like 
this exhibit could be kind 
of wasteful,” said education 
student Mac Parker. “But I 
think it’s an interesting way 
to engage people to new art 
and expand on what art can 
be. People love and need food. 
This way people can admire 
what they eat, too.”
Strom said most of the 
participants will either make 
works that do not require 
serving utensils, or they will 
provide their own reusable 
materials to minimize waste.
The show will begin at 5 
p.m. Friday and will conclude 
when everything has been 
eaten. It will take place in the 
Padnos Gallery in the Calder 
Art Center.
ebrumback@lanthorn .com
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Figures created from cake and frosting are a popular form of edible art.
that act of 
eating is as much 
a part of the art as 
the object.”
KIRSTEN STROM
GVSU PROFESSOR
GR to host country's first green opera house
Plans in motion for $2.5 million Silver LEED-certified building for Opera Grand Rapids
By Nicoile Martin
GVL Staff Writer
Opera Grand Rapids, the 
longest-running professional opera 
company in Michigan, is now 
officially the first LEED-certified 
opera center in the country.
“Opera Grand Rapids has existed 
for 43 years, and it has been rather 
nomadic,” said executive director 
Michael Havlicek. “Three opera 
productions a year, 
we were wandering 
around town
kx)king for rehearsal 
space, usually two 
or three weeks 
before beginning 
production.
Their most
recent production 
landed them at the 
abandoned Frank's 
Nursery on 28th Street, which was 
not the most conducive location for 
opera rehearsals.
The need for rehearsal space and 
also the desire to follow in Grand 
Rapids’ innovative green traditions 
ultimately led Opera Grand Rapids 
on such an endeavor. Opera GR 
is the second LEED-certified 
performance arts building in Grand 
Rapids, following the efforts of the 
Grand Rapids Ballet Company, 
which was the first LEED-ccrtified 
ballet company in the countiy
According to Opera GR’s 
official site, the $2.5 million 
project will be named after Betty 
Van Andel. who was a member of 
the Opera Grand Rapids Board of 
Trustees. The long-awaited Betty 
Van Andel Opera Center will be 
a Silver LEED-certified facility, 
housing a rehearsal hall, costume 
shop and offices.
A Silver Certification verifies 
the building has achieved 
significant improvements in energy 
efficiency and water use. developed 
and implemented programs 
to dramatically reduce waste 
and encouraged and facilitated
sustainable purchasing, according 
to http://www.usgbc.oig.
“We build the shows from the 
ground up: we do the staging, we 
fit the costumes, rehearse the shows 
and then put it on at DeVos Flail,” 
said Sarah Mieras, marketing and 
public relations manager for Opera 
GR. “Fiach part of the building is 
fit for the necessities for a more 
efficient rehearsal process. Another 
perk about our 
new building 
is that a green 
building is both 
economical and 
easy to construct, 
so we are saving 
money and natural 
resources.”
On March 
3, the Betty Van 
Andel Opera 
Center will host a public, casual 
open house from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Both Havlicek and Mieras 
recommend students involved in 
the performing arts stop by and see 
how opera is built.
“We want to welcome our 
neighbors and show off our new 
house,” Havlicek said. “We
encourage as many people as 
we can. This is an opportunity to 
embrace the community."
A formal, invitation-only 
gala will be held this summer 
to commemorate the building, 
along with celebrating the history 
of Opera GR, the 20th season of 
Artistic Director Robert Lyall, 
and the board of directors, whose 
membership includes Grand Valley 
State University's President Thomas 
J. Haas. Havlicek said Opera GR 
and GVSU have had a productive 
friendship for many years.
“Opera GR partners with 
GVSU in a number of ways,” 
Mieras said. “We have Michigan’s 
only collegiate vocal competition, 
which is not only open to students 
from Grand Valley, but the current 
competition features six Grand 
Valley students.”
Haas said he believes supporting 
the arts is not only another way to 
give back to the community, but 
it also provides mutual gain for 
students and faculty.
“I am pleased to see the opera 
have its own home as it moves 
into the Betty Van Andel facility,"
reflects well on the organization 
and on our region's sustainability 
directions.”
Through certain programs, a 
number of students are selected to 
view the rehearsals for free. There 
is also a 50 percent discount for any 
student with an ID. Opera GR also 
provides scholarships for students 
interested in the performing arts.
For more information about 
Opera GR’s scholarships and 
pnxiuctions, visit their Web site at 
http://operagr.com.
nmartin @ lanthorn jcom
Courtesy Photo / Mkhael Havlicek
Michael Havlicek of Opera GR
Haas said. “Being LEED (certified)
Courtesy Graphic Opera GR
The new Betty Van Andel Opera Center, located at 1320 on E. Fulton St., will host an open house on March 3.
“Opera Grand 
Rapids has existed 
for 43 years, and 
it has been rather 
nomadic.”
MICHAEL HAVLICEK
OPERA GR EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR
Haley Otman, A&E Editor 
arts@lanthorn.com
New Music 
Ensemble director 
wins national award
GV professor Bill Ryan adds
2009 Champion of New Music 
Award to long list of honors
By Haley Otman
GVL A&E Editor
Since its 2006 formation, the New Music 
Ensemble has not only tickled the ears of 
Grand Valley State University’s campus but 
also become nationally known.
After a 2009 full of awards and large- 
scale media recognition, director Bill Ryan, 
an assistant professor at GVSU, began the
2010 year with another national award­
recognizing his past year of work: the 2009 
Champion of New Music Award from The 
American Composers Forum.
“I am floored that he is a recipient of this 
award,” said Craig Avery, a 2009 GVSU 
alumnus and former pianist and guitarist 
for the New Music Ensemble. “He has 
done so much for GVSU and especially 
the New Music Ensemble as far as national 
attention.”
The award is given out annually to one 
person or organization “in recognition of 
their efforts to further the work of composers 
and their music,” according to the American 
Composers Forum.
Previous winners include the founder 
and conductor of VocalEssence and the 
Minnesota Orchestra’s conductor Osmo 
Vanska.
Ryan was quick to deter the focus of the 
award onto the entire Ensemble and off of 
just him.
“While l may have ideas and am a good 
organizer, this award is really due to my 
students and colleagues carrying out these 
projects so enthusiastically,” Ryan said.
They have been featured in the “New York 
Times” and “Billboard 
Magazines” and on 
National Public Radio.
They have reached No.
I on classical charts 
on both iTunes and 
Amazon.com,and spent 
more than 10 weeks on 
the Billboard charts.
Recent projects 
include two nationally- 
lauded recordings of 
Steve Reich’s “Music 
for 18 Musicians” and 
a remixed album of 
Terry Riley’s “In C.”
The ensemble’s “In C” 
recording was named a top release of 2009 
by the Washington Post, and their coverage 
of Reich’s piece was named one of the top 
five classical recordings of the decade by 
John Schaefer of WNYC.
“Not only is it nice for me personally, but 
also for the New Music Ensemble members, 
whose efforts have not gone unnoticed,” 
Ryan said.
Avery said Ryan tends to share all of the 
recognition with the New Music Ensemble 
members.
“The great thing about Dr. Ryan is that 
he is incredibly modest and never tells 
anyone when he personally receives any 
sort of award,” he said. “I’m sure that this 
award will only further the success of the 
ensemble and Dr. Ryan.”
Both “In C Remixed” and “Music for 18 
Musicians” by the New Music Ensemble 
can be purchased on iTunes.
The ensemble plans a free on-campus 
performance for March 30 from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. in the Large Dance Studio in 
the Performing Arts Center on GVSU’s 
Allendale Campus. They will feature music 
by Rob Smith, a composer and associate 
professor at the University of Houston.
The ensemble will perform the world 
premiere of Smith’s new composition, 
“Kicking & Screaming.”
To learn more about the New 
Music Ensemble, visit http://www. 
newmusicensemble.org, or visit their 
Facebook page.
arts@lanthorn .com
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The nationally-known New Music Ensemble will 
play in the Performing Arts Center on March 30 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. They will perform the world 
premiere of some of Rob Smith’s music.
• • • •
“Not only is 
it nice for me 
personally, 
but also 
for the 
New Music 
Ensemble 
members..."
BILL RYAN
NEW MUSIC 
ENSEMBLE 
DIRECTOR
t
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Announcements
Valley Church (a new United 
Methodist start-up in Allen­
dale - currently meeting in 
the Byron Bank bldg on Lake 
Michigan Drive) is hosting a 
Free Meal for the Allendale 
community/area on Saturday 
March 6 from 12 to 2. Area 
food businesses will be do­
nating food to the event.
Employment
Bartenders wanted. Up to 
$250/Day. No Experience 
necessary. Training provided. 
Age 18+ Okay. Call 
1-800-965-6520. ext. 226.
Summer Therapy Camp for 
children with physical dis­
abilities looking for enthusi­
astic responsible people to 
fill positions as counselors, 
waterfront/nature/arts and 
crafts/recreation instructors, 
food service, and auxiliary. 
Must love children. June 13- 
August 8. Salary, room and 
boar, and experience of a 
lifetime provided. Download 
application:
www.baycliff.org. for more 
information call or e-mail 
345-
9314/baycliff@baycliff.org
_______ For Sale_______
a TI-84 Plus graphing calcu­
lator. Used for Stats 215 for 
one semester, and I will 
never use it again. New/on 
Ebay for upwards of $80. 
Asking $60. Has cable. No 
manual or cd. E-mail me @ 
gallagja@student.gvsu.edu 
if interested.
_______ Housing_______
The Village at 48 West. Stop 
in Today! Rates starting at 
only $395! 616.895.2400 or 
www.48west.com for more 
info
Boltwood Apartments
Now Leasing. 1 and 2 bed­
room. Walk ins welcome.
616 895 5875
randres@accesspmgroup.co
m
Copper Beech
Townhomes...the most 
space for the best price! 1, 2, 
3, or 4 bedroom units! Lo­
cated in Allendale on 48th 
Street. Call 616-895-2900 or 
visit
copprbeechtownhomes.com 
for more information.
Copper Beech Townhouse 4 
bedrooms, 1-2 Room Mates 
(male or female) needed. 
Bedrooms on lower floor 
available. Each room fully 
furnished with private bath­
room. Lease from May 
2010-May 2011. Rent is 
$392/month plus $8 each for 
water. Electric billed sepa­
rately. Copper Beech has 
free high-speed Internet, free 
expanded cable, heating & 
air conditioning system, and 
a washer and dryer. Please 
contact me for any additional 
information about the lease! 
zimmera@mail.qvsu.edu
Female roommate wanted for 
house in Jenison. 10 minute 
drive to Allendale. $350 per 
month including utilities. 
Flexible leases. Move in 
ASAP. Boumas@ferris.edu
FREE HEAT at Full Circle 
Townhomes! Live Green at 
Allendale’s only LEED® Sil­
ver certified townhomes. 
Free digital cable, high speed 
internet, and water. Rent 
from $430 per person. Only 4 
units left! 616.558.8853 or 
www.fullcirclegvsu.edu
Large 6 bedroom 2 1/2 bath. 
House for rent starting May 
1, 2001. Each bedroom is 
oversized. Home has a huge 
fenced in backyard with vol­
leyball court and fire pit. 
Rent includes all utilities, 
trash, wireless Internet/cable 
TV, and full laundry. Also 
partially furnished conven­
iently located on Lake Michi­
gan Dr. yet still secluded. 
Please e-mail to 
dkfaul@sbcglobal.net or call 
Kelly at 616-453-0923
Sub-leaser wanted for May, 
June, and July at 48 West. 
Rent usually $420 a month. 
Willing to pay $30 for each 
month. Spacious 4 bedroom 
with private bath. With 3 
other girls. Utilities run about 
$30 per month. Parking pass 
included. Please email for 
more info and pictures, jack- 
ovij@gvsu.student.edu
Miscellaneous
Hungry Howie’s in Allendale 
has AMAZING specials just 
for GVSU! Look inside the 
paper to find them! WE DE­
LIVER! Call 616-895-6777 or 
order online @ 
hungryhowies.com
WWW.LANTH0RN.COM
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THE BEST OFF-CAMPUS
HOUSING LOCATION!
Providing Grand Valley State Students The
SHORTEST Walking Distance 
PRIVATE Shuttle for Convenience
BROADBAND Internet & Cable 
Included
FURNISHED is an Option
Our Brand New Community Center!
Full Court Basketball Gym - Free Tanning - Aerobics 
Fitness Room - Lounge- Theater - Game Room (Pool Table) 
Private Studies - Lounge with Common Ground Coffee Bar
t>r
CAMPUS
VIEW ON THE SOUTHERN 
a BORDER OF GVSU!
For Morelnfo:
(61 6) 895-66
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Across
I. Young woman, txling 
4 Heavy-lifting Olympian 
9. Compete 
12. French farewell
14. All acid, shortly
15. Am. for us
16. 34-across, for example
17. Reason for a DD
18. Nada
19. Canada's current events
22. Extra phone no
23. Jaws star Schcidcr
24. Velvet Underground singer
25. Faulty firework 
26 Non-professionals
30. Shaun While, for American 
snowboarding
32. Household healer
33. Winnebago enthusiast, briefly
34. Makes out with a Bril
35. Young man
36. Oktobcrfcst libations
37. “____a girl" Tripping Daisy
song
38. Winslet of Titanic
39. Concerning
40 NBC's Olympic task 
42. Shaggy beast
43 Prison
44 Riled (up)
45 First part of SSN
48. Late luger of the 2010 
Olympics
52. l aw & Order star Watcrston
53. Black Chinese tea
54. Horse trainer's rope 
55 NASCAR additive
56. Silk city io France
57. Ball player Shaquille
58. Help Itrs.
59. Sports nets
60. Your six. facing SSE
Down
I Andre, for one
2. Living expense
3. Olympic sled rides 
4 Disturb
5. Wrench or hammer 
6 Gentleman's counterpart
7. Former participants
8. Mogul trough
9. Home of the 2010 Winter 
Games
10. Soul's window frame
II Serpentine fish
12. “...____forgive those who
trespass against us...”
13. MCXVIII divided by II
20. Singer Stewart
21. Olympic skater's track
25. Iditarod leader
26. Like Nike
27. Procedure
28. 2“* email response label
29. Near-grads
30. Tigers baseman Brandon
31. Snowboardcr's half-pipe tncks
32. Loser's cry 
34. Stop standing
36. Olympic sport with skis and 
guns
38. "...was here" writers
41. Practical
42. Affirmative response
44 Belonging to our president 
45. Connective tissue 
46 Olympian Korbut
47. One might reach for it in 
France
48. Olympic bronze winner Joji 
49 Pancake embassy, for short
50. Nashville st
51. Gold medal skier Lindsey 
52 Supposed snake sound
See Answers at Lanthorn.com
tailarlco s ■ ■ ■ ■ IBoardwalk Subs I
i ■■■■■■■■■■■■ iI jersey style subs, soup & soiods I
j Buy One 15”Sub Combo, Get One 15” Sub FREE! |
College students 
ALWAYS receive 
10% Discount,
even without a coupon
Standale-WalkerKentwood
5422 S Division 4154 l,ake Michigan Dr.
Kentwood, MI 4954$ Standale Walker, Mi 49504
616.724.2492 616.453.7275
WWW.boardwalksubs.net Not valid with any other offer,. Must present coupon. | Expiree 3.15.10
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Self-Starter
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Commision and Mileage
Pick up an application at the
Lanthorn office in lower Kirkhof.
Contact Lindsay @ (616) 331-2484 or 
advertisingdlanthorn.com for more details
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Area 51 provides new entertainment home for students
‘Coffeehouse-style venue' features sound, video equipment to accommodate wide variety of entertainments
By Josh Brunsting
GVL Staff Writer
When one thinks of Area 51, thoughts of 
aliens and men in black suits may come to 
mind.
However, Grand Valley State University 
has a new idea for the moniker, and it 
comes in the form of an ever­
growing programming space 
on campus.
Created in the fall of 2008,
Area 51 has coordinated 
events for students on campus 
ever since.
“Programming and events 
are part of the college 
experience.” said Nicholas 
Smith, designer and adviser 
of Area 51. “Students get 
the opportunity to plan 
events and gain valuable 
experience. Students also 
need a place where they can relax and see 
some entertainment right on campus."
Since its inception, the area has been 
home to music performances, poetry 
readings or anything else students or student 
groups may be inclined to organize.
Area 51 offers live music every 
Wednesday at noon, in addition to other 
activities such as video game tournaments, 
karaoke, open mic nights, film showings 
and live music performances.
"We like to vary the performances,” 
said Katie Timmer, intern for Area 51. “It 
makes the space not only more interesting, 
but along with student ideas, 
it makes for a much more fun 
place to be.”
Booking the area is a 
simple process as organizers 
want to cater to student 
interest.
“The best way to book 
the space is by just sending 
an e-mail to area51@gvsu. 
edu,” Smith said. "A student 
can speak with the Area 51 
team about availability, set­
up needs, promotions, and 
also we will start taking 
applications for interns for the next year 
right after spring break.”
This idea of student access has been a 
part of the space’s mission ever since.
“There really wasn’t a small scale, 
coffeehouse-style venue on campus before
“Students also 
need a place 
where they can 
relax and see some 
entertainment right 
on campus.”
NICHOLAS SMITH
AREA 51 ADVISER
Not sure who to live with next year?
ptmtuum/f
4gwesj we can match 
you with roommates!!!
Spots are filling quickly, 
stop in for a tour today.
www.48wcst tom I 616.895.2400 I 10897 48th avenur #B 400, Allendale.Mi 494019 ?
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Area 51Smith said. "The space has a built- 
in sound system, as well as the projector 
and screen. It is a very easy place to plan 
events in when all of the sound equipment 
and technology is already there.”
He added the idea behind the space was 
to give students and student organizations a 
programming space where they would not 
need to pay for sound equipment, as well 
as be able to show films and coordinate 
education programs outside of academic 
space.
One recent use of the space was a special 
poetry slam emceed by GVSU student Sean 
Duffie.
"It was such a great experience,” Duffie 
said. “Students were allowed to read 
their original poetry pieces and even got 
a chance to host the next poetry slam if
they were deemed the winner by a panel 
of two judges. It was such a great time, 
and everyone, performer or not, seemed to 
really enjoy it.”
Smith said Area 51 has no plans to slow 
down any time soon.
“The response has been more than 
positive,” he said. “The space is frequently 
booked by student organizations, and 
even when there isn’t an organized event, 
students seem to still be there, hanging out 
in Area 51. It’s been a really great response 
ever since it started.”
For more information on upcoming 
events, or how to become an intern at Area 
51, visit the Web site http://www.gvsu.edu/ 
area51, or for booking information, send an 
e-mail to area51@gvsu.edu.
jbrunsting@ lanthorn .com
GVL Archive
Valentiger plays a previous show at Area 51. Many other groups have also made use of the space.
GVL Archive
Adam Mikrut, from Left Hand Daisy, sings in Area 51 during a past acoustic show held in the space.
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CD/DVD Releases
CD
Johnny Cash: “American VI: Ain’t No Grave”
Alkaline Trio: “This Addiction”
Sarah Buxton: “Sarah Buxton”
Butch Walker: “I Liked It Better When You Had No Heart” 
Rocket Summer: “Of Men & Angels”
«♦
DVD
“Jersey Shore: Season I Uncensored”
“Everybody’s Fine”
"The September Issue”
“The Informant!”
“Cirque Du Freak: The Vampire’s Assistant” 
“Motherhood”
A&E Briefs
Poetry Search
The Women’s Center is asking for articles, short fiction, 
poetry and personal reflections to be published in the eighth 
issue of “In Our Own Words: A Journal About Women.” 
Submissions must be received by Friday at womenctr@ 
gvsu.edu. Emails should have “Journal” in the subject line, 
and the piece attached as a Word document.
“Submissions will be considered for their diversity of 
thought and ability to spark conversation,” according to the 
Women’s Center.
Open Mic Night
Spotlight Productions, GVSU’s Programming Board, 
will host an Open Mic Night Tuesday at 8 p.m. It will be held 
in Area 51 of the Kirkhof Center, and open to everyone.
♦ ♦ • ♦ • «
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